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Form Public reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 1 The attacks of 9/11 show that "state problems" can quickly turn into federal ones; the same is true of natural disasters, like hurricanes or power outages. To use these forces effectively, numerous issues must be resolved. A state's liability for an SDF soldier's actions as a volunteer needs to be defined. Training standards (and personal standards, like individual height-and-weight requirements) have to be addressed; a unit of volunteers might have difficulty meeting the demanding standards of regular Army units. Personal rank, especially for officers, in SDF units traditionally is much higher than expected for the units' small size. Also, no consensus has formed on how SDF units should be organized and equipped. Predominantly they are seen as replacements for the National Guard's role of support to state authorities for preservation of life, protection of property, and the maintenance of law and order, principally during natural disasters. Some, though, insist that there could be a combat role for SDFs.
SDFs can be effective, even when given inadequate funding and training, as history has shown. It could be that SDFs cannot replace the deployed National Guard forces of various states. However, homeland security planners should feel obligated to explore the potential of this established system. With a minimum investment of money for salaries, added to appropriate policies that allow for effective utilization, the SDFs around the Nation, energized by the volunteer spirit that has infused Americans since 9/11, could make a valuable contribution to national security. Gisoldi, State Defense Forces, Past, Present and Future, Unpublished Manuscript, Sacramento, CA: California State University, 1989, pps. 39-40 
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